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How to grow herbs, design herb gardens, cook with herbs, make herb dyes and herb medicines--it's

all here. This extensively researched A-to-Z encyclopedia describes more than 150 herbs and their

uses.
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No matter how hard I search, I've yet to find the "perfect" book on herb use and herb growing. This

book isn't perfect, but it does have some real strengths.Rodale's ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA

OF HERBS is organized in a strange way--everything, and I mean everything--falls into alphabetical

order. For example, "Gardening with Herbs falls between "Foxgloves" and "Garlic" and "Growing

Herbs" falls between "Grindellia" and "Hawthorn."The book is printed on semi-gloss paper so it will

stand up to use and not crumble in a few years. Each entry contains line drawing illustrations and a

few sections of the book are highlighted with color photos.The plant profiles are succinct, covering

topics such as 'history', 'cultivation' and 'uses.' Many entries contain material from other sources

such as Maud Grieves' A MODERN HERBAL Vols. 1-2. Some information is repeated without

attribution or verification. I always find "They say" and "It is thought" offputting, while I appreciate

direct citations of which there are many in this book.THE ENCYCLOPEDIA covers some topics not

readily found in other books. The most useful of these is a compendium discussing the "Dangers of

Herbs" (located between "Dandelion" and "Deadly Nightshade." The editors have compiled the FDA

listing of "tricky" herbs (could kill or cure depending on use) from PREVENTION magazine, as well



as similar ratings from James Duke's CRC HANDBOOK OF MEDICINAL HERBS, Jean Rose's

HERBS AND THINGS, and Varro Tyler's THE HONEST HERBAL. You realize on reading this

section that everything is relative.
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